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Welcome to another edition 8MVAA News

As | write this report at the beginning of a very soggy spring., it is gtik

unclear who will be running the country in Government over the |
few years. Whoever it is, | et g
that has begun on reform of the disability services system and d
on their promises to address the inherent disadvantage faced by
with disabilities. SWAA is hopeful that, within the next 12 mont
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Australia will have a National Disability Strategy that includes a
tional Disability Insurance Scheme.
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As part of itsdéd own planning
work on a 5 year Strategic Plan. It is interesting how such a proceg
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concentrate the mind on what really matters. Working on a plan fo
future has reinforced the fac
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high quality advocacy for peo
function and needs to remain
everything else is really just there to enable the organisation to
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people with disabilities to have a voice and to utilise their human
civil rights.
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SWAA recently completed its Annual Performance Report to its m
funding body, the Department of Families, Housing, Community {
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vices and Indigenous Affairs. It was pleasing to note that this report

showed that the number of people and issues that we advocated
similar to previous years. Nonetheless, we suspect that there are
people in the outlying areas of south west Victoria who would be

not access our service. SWAA would like to try to address this by

ing itsé profile and having ad

Hamilton, but the reality is that limited funding does not permit thi
present. Efforts to provide a more comprehensive regional servi
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from advocacy assistance, but either do not know about SWAA E CONTRIBUTIONS

people with disabilities throughout south west Victoria is something

would like to try to address in our Strategic Plan.

SWAA6s Annual Gener al Meeting
you are interested in support
with disabilities by becoming
Committee of Management, please contact us. People with disa
are encouraged to get involved.
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Best regards,
Robert Dick.
Co-ordinator
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*4 Are you Deaf or hard of hearing? Are you between the ages of 16 - 252
* Do you want to be a leader or learn about leadership?
nd empowered in your chosen field and inspire others?
: ! , work with other people and do it with the support of a Mentor?
- Da Jyou wani fa lea mfrom impn ing m.utmg leaders?

If you answer YES to one or ali of the above, then this retreat is for you! You will learn, share & create in a safe,
fun and creative environment at a beautiful country retreat in Flowerdale. The cost per person is only $100 &
includes transport, accommodation, meals, games & FUN!

There will be a follow-up one day retreat in April 201 | in Metbourne city with a celebration.

Six Deaf / hard of hearing people will have the chance to participate in this retreat. ..

What you need to do is email Natalie Sandon at Vicdeaf the following details:

- your name, date of birth, age, occupation, address and contact details,
- why you want to go on this retreat in 200 words (approximately) or in Auslan a video clip for
around 3040 seconds The cI|p must be under 5MB and be in either mpeg. aw or wmy format.

Successful appllcants will be contacted about payment and prowded with an |nformat|on klt.
The weekend will be in Auslan. Please let us know if you need an |nterprete|
Auslan versnon available en h‘:tp T

Your Rights

When you are on anvoluntary treatment order (ITO) or acommunity treatment order
(CTO) here are some of the basic rights available to you.

e YOUu should be given an up to date pat

e You should have a treatment plan and can be involved in planning your treatment.

e You have a right to obtain a second opinion from a psychiatrist about your treatme

e You have a right to appeal to the Mental Health Review Board against being on the
and should receive confirmation of your hearing.

e You should be given access to your files and any documents prepared for the MHF
hearing at least 24 hours before the hearing.

e You have a right to obtain legal advice and have a lawyer represent you.

e You can have an advocate represent you. To enquire about advocacy contact the

e You can talk to and have a friend+ or family member represent you.

e You can complain about your treatment to an external body.
(Taken from V.M.1.A.C. Newslettedune 2010
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Southwest Advocacy News is also now available at
www.southwestadvocacy.org.au
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(all anyone,
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Divineye

An online Community for and by people with a disabiliey

www.divine.vic.govau

Your place to belong, be
Involved in issues that matter,
and be entertained.

>

Victoria

Tha Phea Ta B




Southwest Advocacy News

Page 4

Are you receiving Active Participation Register
Mail outs?
Dondét mi sds cootactt SWAA on 5561 4584 & complete a
registration form today.
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Inclusive Classroom School Resource

www.acd.org.au/inclusive_classroom

The Inclusive Classroom
School Resource is a
New online resource for
teachers and schools.

Following on from the success of our Positive
Education Planning booklet for parents, we
thought the next step would be to do a resource
for teachers to foster greater inclusion in the
classroom and at school.

The aim of the Inclusive Classroom School Re-
source is to enhance teacher engagement with
students with a disability through partnerships
with parents, increased understanding of family
perspectives, practical tips and information.

The online resource consists of four sections:

) Students with disabilities in mainstream
schools

o Education Planning

. Family perspective s

) Teachers and families working together

Each section includes a short video, Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQSs), links and stories.

The FAQs cover a range of topics including,
planning with the Student Support Group, man-
aging complex medical needs at school, working
with education support staff, family perspectives,
what parents expect from schools, how to devel-
op a positive teacher-parent partnership, ad-
dressing issues and concerns, and more.

A poster and bookmarks have been distributed
to all Victorian government primary schools to
promote the resource.

Feedback from teachers and schools, as well as
parent s, i s welcome. | f
your wschool wants to know about how to better
support children with a disability, please let us
know by filling in the online feedback form.

Positive education stories are also welcome to
expand the selection of stories in the resource
and for possible inclusion in NoticeBoard. Teach-
ers and other school staff can join our Associa-
tion as a member and receive NoticeBoard for
$55 per year.

The Inclusive Cassroom School Resource was
developed with support from the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development
(DEECD).

Fiona Gullifer,

. Inclusive
Manager Information Re- Clhceo)
sources School
& Janice Chan, General Resource
Manager - Videos

- FAQs
- Links
- Stories

Projects and Community
Education

Positive Education Plan-
ning booklet for parents

The Positive Education
Planning booklet is availa-
ble free to families and
schools on request from
the Association office on
9818 2000, 1800654 013
(rural callers) or
mail@acd.org.au. A post-
age fee applies for bulk
orders. The booklet and
on order form is available
on the website
Www.acd.org.au/
information/
education_planning.htm
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Children with a Disability

Association for
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