
SEPTEMBER 2010 

 

Address: 

31 Princess Street  

Warrnambool    3280 

 

Postal Address: 

P O Box 480 

Warrnambool    3280 

 

Phone:  [03] 5561 4584 

Fax:      [03] 5561 4371 

People with hearing or communication 

impairments may dial 133 677 (National 

Relay Service) & quote [03] 5561 4584 

Email: swadvocacy@bigpond.com 

Web: www.southwestadvocacy.org.au 

Inside this issue: 

Co-Ordinatorôs  

Report 

 

1 

Your Rights 2 

Inclusive Classroom School 

Resource 

4 

Companion Challenged 5 

Australian Standard ð

AS1428.5 

 

6 

Southwest Advocacy  

News 
Reg. No. A00 259 14Y 

 

Funded by the Australian Government  through  the Department of Families, 
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. 

Welcome to another edition of SWAA News.  

 

As I write this report at the beginning of a very soggy spring., it is still 

unclear who will be running the country in Government over the next 

few years. Whoever it is, letôs hope they continue to build on the work 

that has begun on reform of the disability services system and deliver 

on their promises to address the inherent disadvantage faced by people 

with disabilities. SWAA is hopeful that, within the next 12 months, 

Australia will have a National Disability Strategy that includes a Na-

tional Disability Insurance Scheme. 

 

As part of itsô own planning for the future, SWAA has commenced 

work on a 5 year Strategic Plan. It is interesting how such a process can 

concentrate the mind on what really matters. Working on a plan for the 

future has reinforced the fact that SWAAôs primary role in providing 

high quality advocacy for people with disabilities is itsô most important 

function and needs to remain itsô major focus. When it all boils down, 

everything else is really just there to enable the organisation to help 

people with disabilities to have a voice and to utilise their human and 

civil rights. 

 

SWAA recently completed its Annual Performance Report to its major 

funding body, the Department of Families, Housing, Community Ser-

vices and Indigenous Affairs. It was pleasing to note that this report 

showed that the number of people and issues that we advocated for was 

similar to previous years. Nonetheless, we suspect that there are many 

people in the outlying areas of south west Victoria who would benefit 

from advocacy assistance, but either do not know about SWAA or do 

not access our service. SWAA would like to try to address this by rais-

ing itsô profile and having additional offices in places like Portland and 

Hamilton, but the reality is that limited funding does not permit this at 

present. Efforts to provide a more comprehensive regional service to 

people with disabilities throughout south west Victoria is something we 

would like to try to address in our Strategic Plan.   

 

SWAAôs Annual General Meeting is due to be held in November. If 

you are interested in supporting SWAAôs work on behalf of people 

with disabilities by becoming a member or nominating for SWAAôs 

Committee of Management, please contact us. People with disabilities 

are encouraged to get involved. 

 

Best regards, 

Robert Dick. 

Co-ordinator  

CO-ORDINATORõS REPORT 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

To SWAA NEWS 
 
We welcome any contribu-

tions to the newsletter in the 

form of letters, stories, arti-

cles and news items relevant 

to disability issues. 

 

Items printed in SWAA News 

do not necessarily reflect the 

views of SWAA, staff or 

Committee of Management 
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Southwest Advocacy News is also now available at  
www.southwestadvocacy.org.au  

Your Rights 
 

When you are on an involuntary treatment order (ITO) or a community treatment order 

(CTO) here are some of the basic rights available to you. 

 

You should be given an up to date patient rights booklet. Itôs worth reading thoroughly. 

You should have a treatment plan and can be involved in planning your treatment. 

You have a right to obtain a second opinion from a psychiatrist about your treatment. 

You have a right to appeal to the Mental Health Review Board against being on the order 

and should receive confirmation of your hearing. 

You should be given access to your files and any documents prepared for the MHRB 

hearing at least 24 hours before the hearing. 

You have a right to obtain legal advice and have a lawyer represent you. 

You can have an advocate represent you. To enquire about advocacy contact the VMIAC. 

You can talk to and have a friend+ or family member represent you. 

You can complain about your treatment to an external body. 
(Taken from V.M.I.A.C. NewsletterðJune 2010)  
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Are you receiving Active Participation Register  
Mail outs?  

Donôt miss out ð contact SWAA on 5561 4584 & complete a 
registration form today.  

The Inclusive Classroom  
School Resource is a  
New online resource for  
teachers and schools.  
 

Following on from the success of our Positive 
Education Planning booklet for parents, we 
thought the next step would be to do a resource 
for teachers to foster greater inclusion in the 
classroom and at school. 
 
The aim of the Inclusive Classroom School Re-
source is to enhance teacher engagement with 
students with a disability through partnerships 
with parents, increased understanding of family 
perspectives, practical tips and information. 
 
The online resource consists of four sections: 
 

Students with disabilities in mainstream 
schools 

Education Planning 

Family perspective s 

Teachers and families working together 
 
Each section includes a short video, Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs), links and stories. 
 
The FAQs cover a range of topics including, 
planning with the Student Support Group, man-
aging complex medical needs at school, working 
with education support staff, family perspectives, 
what parents expect from schools, how to devel-
op a positive teacher-parent partnership, ad-
dressing issues and concerns, and more. 
 
A poster and bookmarks have been distributed 
to all Victorian government primary schools to 
promote the resource. 
 
Feedback from teachers and schools, as well as 
parents, is welcome. If thersôs something that 
your wschool wants to know about how to better 
support children with a disability, please let us 
know by filling in the online feedback form. 

 
Positive education stories are also welcome to 
expand the selection of stories in the resource 
and for possible inclusion in NoticeBoard. Teach-
ers and other school staff can join our Associa-
tion as a member and receive NoticeBoard for 
$55 per year. 
 
The Inclusive Cassroom School Resource was 
developed with support from the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development 
(DEECD). 
 
Fiona Gullifer,  
Manager Information Re-
sources  
& Janice Chan, General 
Manager  
Projects and Community 
Education  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(taken from NoticeBoard magazine of the Association for C with a 

DisabilityðAutumn 2010) 

Inclusive Classroom School Resource  
 
www.acd.org.au/inclusive_classroom  

Positive Education Plan-
ning booklet for parents 
 
The Positive Education 
Planning booklet is availa-
ble free to families and 
schools on request from 
the Association office on 
9818 2000, 1800654 013 
(rural callers) or 
mail@acd.org.au. A post-
age fee applies for bulk 
orders. The booklet and 
on order form is available 
on the website 
Www.acd.org.au/
information/
education_planning.htm 
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